[Boxer's fracture: Cost evaluation orthopaedic or surgical treatment].
Many methods of treatment have been proposed for fractures of the neck of the fifth metacarpal ranging from early mobilization to various surgical techniques. The aim of this retrospective study was to evaluate the functional results and the costs of closed as opposed to open treatment (Foucher's K-Wire technique). We conducted a retrospective study on all fractures without rotational deformity and with a palmar angulation less than 40 degrees C. Details of the patients, the fractures, functional results and the cost of management were analyzed. The functional results were similar between the two groups, but surgical treatment increased the cost of treatment to 1100 euros. We advocate the use of closed treatment for these fractures. The functional results are the same as with surgical management, but the costs are much reduced.